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GrxNTLEMEN, 


A M * by" the 
s Proclamation, to en- 
bote and recommend to you 
the indiſpenſable Obligations 
you lye under, of becom 
2 ſober and religious People. 
It is the Intereſt of Princes, to 
es their Subjects virtuous ; for by this means 
he End of all Laws may be anſwer'd, with- 
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8 L 4 4 | 
out having recourſe to Severities. The Deſign 
of all human Laws is, To ſecure Property, to 
oblige Men out of fear of Penalties, to live ho- 
a0 and juſtly, and to honour and obey their 
Superiors. But theſe can reſtrain no further, 
than the Fear and Danger of being diſcovered 
can make Impreſſions on us ; whereas if Men 
were really virtuous and good, there would be 
no occaſion for Penalties to awe them; for no 
Privacy dor Secu hatſdey empÞ a 

good. Man to d oy leaſt Tnj es 1 one, 
— leſs Acts of Violence and Oppreſſion. As 
2 what concerns a future State, that being pro- 
j the Buſineſs, tlie Ce, L will pot inyade 
hol Province. But ſince ſo many of them are 
graciouſly pleaſed to honour this Court, and 
are ready upon all occaſions to aſſiſt us; I will 
beg leave for once to take a Text out of the Bi- 
ble, to be the Foundation of my following Diſ- 
courſe. When thou takeſt any matter in hand, con- 
faer the End thereof, ani/thau' ſhalt never do amiſs. 
Though upon Second,” Thoughts I find I had no 
Oecaſion to ask this Favoar, - ſince we have the 
Remark of an old wiſe Lawyer much to the 
ame Purpoſe; That 4 wiſe Man begins all his 
Actions From the Eud, To illuſtrate this by 
Example. Did but Men conſider the unhealth. 
fulneſs, Poverty, and other ill Conſequences, 
_ hat, e 2 prager g they wou d 


not 


20 — — 


oo — 


t 


41 J _ Fu af _. 47 Mk.At has 
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1 
not ſo often put their Hands with full Glaſſes to 
their Mouths. The Stat. of King James the Firſt 


againſt this deteſtable Sin of Drunkenneſs, is ve- 


upon themſelves; by profane Curſing and Swear- 
ing, beſides the Folly of offending God thereby, 
and rendring themſelves liable to Temporal Pe- 
nalties, without the leaſt Profit or Pleaſure; 
they would certainly unanimouſly agree, to leave 
off this ridiculous Vice. In ſhort, if Men wou'd 
but ſerioully reflect upon tlie eaſy and happy 


upon the Poverty, the Shaine, the Fears and the 
Puniſhments that are the conſtant Companions 
of the Wieked, they would ſoon determine which 


to chuſe. But the want of this great Leſſon of 


Conſideration has too often involv'd us in many 
publick, as well as private Calamities, and plunged 


us into almoſt inſuperable Difficulties. We have 


ſeemed of late and do ſtill in ſome meaſure, to be 
one of thoſe Inchanted Iſlands, that the Poets ſo 


much talk of. We have ſeen Men of no Religion, 
Immoral, Profane, Atheiſtical Wretches pretend to 
be exceedingly zealous for the Church; and theſe 
have ſo infatuated many others amongſt us, with 
the Fears and Apprehenſions of the Church's Dan- 


ger; That under pretence of preſerving that Charch, 
which 


ry proper for your Peruſal. Did but Men con- 
ider the Scandal and Ignominy, tliat they bring 


Circumſtances, the Credit and Reputation of 
Good Men on the one Hand, and on the other 


7 


1 6 


which is the AS of the Proteſt ant Religion 


to expoſe their Lives and Fortunes, in order to 


Protoliane. Pridies.) Zealouſiy | aflefted to that 
Charch'; and to ſet in his Place a Popiſb Pretender, 


at that very time by a Penſion he received from 


the Pope: And under pretence of reſtoring to you | 


your Liberties and Properties (which you never 


thefe are. Gentlemen, our All is at Stake, I will 
ſpeak plain Truths to you, and leave them for 


Proceedings, we are in the worſt Circumſtances 
imaginable: Tis better to dye once, than to 


live always in Fear, and under tlie Burthen of 


heavy Taxes, occaſion'd by the Plots and Villa- 


nies of theſe. Men. You find that the Examples 


ae have been made of ſome-few of them, 


have 


{for {o.I may truly call the Natiqual Eſtabliſbe i 
Church) they 2 6 prevail'd upon their Followers, 


educated in arbitrary French: Principles, inſtruct- 
ed in all the cruel Arts of Ropery, and ſupportedd 


enjoy'd in a more ample, manner, and which by 
the Bleſſing of God were never more ſafe and ſo- 
cure to you than under the preſent juſt Poſſeſſor 
of the Crown) they have invited over a 
deſperate Tyrant, and a poor ſtarvd beggarly - 
People, to join with theſe Mell wiſbers to their 
Country. Good God that any Men ſhould be 
fo bewitched, as to fwaYow ſuch Abſurdities as 


you to reſlect on. If e do not put a ſtop to theſs 


Fh 


* * 
% 


the 'Kjrp of Sweden is a moſt extravagant arbitra- 


People are poor beggarly Slaves. But T Wil 


(#1. 


by no act or terrified thareſt; | 
nor has the Clemency ſhewn to the much great 

et part of them, in the leaſt foftned or obliged 
this wicked reſtleſs Faction. The beſt of Princes 
is not ſafe on his Throne; nor can we hope to 
be quiet in our Poſſeffions, till this Party i entire 

ly cruſhed. This laſt Deſign. of theirs in invi- 
ting over the King of Sweden, is a Demonſtration 

of the unaccountable Temper,” and the impla- 
cable Malice of thefe Men. For if that wiſe 
Scheme had ſucceeded, not only the Nation muſt 
have been inevitably ruined, but even they 
themſelves who projected it, would have moſt 


have 


— been involved in the general Deſolati- 


It would not I think be altogether foreign; 
nor I hope ungtateful to you, ſince you have 


heard fo much of the Swedes, to give you a ſhort | 


Account of them. Every one will tel ou that 


ry Prince, and almoſt diſtracted with his Ambt- 


_ tiony/and Diſappointments; ; That his Ambition 


hath entirely ruined his Country, and that his 


carry you alittle further back. In the Tear 


"nn OW A a Fapiſt. Stephen Bathor the 


1587. They had a Proreftant King, « called Jobn III. 
But his Queer Catherine was a Papiſt; and ſhe 
by the King's Negligence, or perhaps Conni _ 
vance, for ſome politick Ends, bred up their e- 


ta. 


then Ming of Poland dyes, and A ile, as 4 


Papiſt, being qualiſied to be choſen, was elected 
Nn of Poland. Ning John dyed in 1592. and 
to oblige his Subjects, and to ſhew them, that. 
he took more care of their Religion than his 
Sons; He by his Will appoints his Brother, 
Charles Dake of Finland, who Was a zealous Pro- 
teſtant, to be. Regent of Sweden in his Son's: 
Abſence. But Sjziſmand did not approve of 
Charles or his Regency; he therefore goes him- 
ſelf into Sweden, takes away the Churches frotn 
the Proteſtants, and gives them to the Prpiſis; 
and committed many other Acts of Violence and 
Injuſtice, in order to eſtabliſh 'Popery. Theſe 
Proceedings of Sig iſnand obliged Charles and the 
Swedes, to have recourſe to Arms to defend 
their Religion and Laws: and ſuch was their 
Succeſs, that in 1595. they brought Charles to 
Terms, prevailed on him to take the Corona - 
tion Oath, and to ſwear to govern that King- 
dom according to tlie Laws thereof, and to do 
nothing without the Advice of his Uncle Charles, 
and the Parliament. After this he returns into 
Poland, ſoon repents him of his Contract, and 
rh Aſſiſtance of the Poles, enters Sweden again 
in an hoſtile; Manner, turns the Proteſtants out 
= more Churches, and gives them to the Pa- 

piſts as beſore; plunders their; Towns, ſtorms 
theic Caſtles, and commits great Ravage and 

ns; Den 


9 


—— 
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Devaſtation. Hi Souldiers | without Check or 
Oontroul, raviſhed Young, Woms n in the e 
F their Parents, and tyed married Women to 
Stakes, and forced them before their Husbands 
Faces. The Swedes provoked by ſuch U ſage, take 
up Arms: again in their wn Defence, and beat 
Sigiſmund back into Poland. To which. Succeſs 
.  theirown Valour or Conduct did not ſo much 
| contribute, as Hi piſmund's having exaſperated the 
People againſt him, by his Breach of Oaths and 
publick Faith, and by his intolerable; Cruelties. 
and Barharities; all which were demonſtrably 
the Effects of his Religion, and his Education 
under the Diſcipline of Popiſh Prieſts. For 
Sigiſmund; was not of a more cruel, Diſpoſition 
than other Princes his Co-temporaries, for he 
and the Poles agreed as well as their Kings and 
they uſed to do. But his, Religion commanded 5 
him to govern Proteſtants with a. Rod of Iron, 
and he , thought it his Duty to ſcourge. them 
with Scorpions. It was not only an uſual Say- 
ing, but a fundamental Law amonſt the Gothe 
and V. andals,, That Rings were made for the People. 
and not the People for Rings; and accordingly 
whenever a Kjng degenerated into a Tyrant, they 
depoſed him, and elected a new One into his 
Place. According to this Rule, The Swedes had 
depoſed Errick who was elder Brother to John, 
for his Cruelty and ill Government, and 


El. . + & 885 made 


——_——— —— u — —ABᷣt —_— 


"ER I 0! } 


made * King in his Stead. And in tlie fame 


manfer now, beds quite "tired out iti tlie aꝶ 
bitrary Weberiment'of Sipiſmund, untl pereciving 
no Hopes of his Amendment, they took upa Re- 


: folitionto Dethrone Him; and purſuant there- 
to, in 'the Year 1604 The Swediſh. Parliament 


abrogited his Regal: Power; becauſe, contrary”. 
to the Laws of ud Enlaibry, he endeavoured to 
alter their Religion, uſurpd*upon their” Rights 
and Liberties, and attempted to govern by 4 
Srariditig) Army.  S%ifntand had a Brother whoſe 
Name Was John, a Proteſtant and an Enemy to 
Sg Ftoceedings; but being young,” and 
thinking Himſelf unable te evnrend "wicki® the 
Diffichlenss of the Times, he waved his Preten- 
ffons to the Crown. „Therefore in Apil' 1604, 

h4rles Was" elected King, and the Senate; the 

ſhops, the Nobles, the Clergy, the Heads of 
the Iniverfity, and the Heads of all the great 
Cities ratified d confirmed the ſame in f pight 
of all the whimlical, nonſenſical Notions of an 


unalienable, intefeaſible hireditary Right. And for 
their future Preſervativn, they matle chieſe Laws, 


firſt, Thar 0 Papi ſtould be capable of nheriting the 
Ge; & next, Nut 0 King ſhonld marry 1 Papiſt; 


and che they tntiiled the Crown on Charles and his 


Hat, Being e and for want of ſuch I. 
ſue, on ale Proteſtant Iſfuę of GHD the Fa- 
tler of Jon, and excluded only Sigifnund and 


9 us 


255 u ) 


23 


wy | of Soles now 1 the rc From 
whence I cannot hut obſerve, to What a pitch of 
Impudence the Swediſh Miniſters are arrived, who 
mentioning the Pretender in their Printed Let - 
| ters, fay, that their Ning believes. him to have 
a Right to the Britiſi Throne: If he thinks ſo, 
it is demonſtrable, that he has no Right to 
the Crown of | Sweden, far he. is deſcended from 
that very Charles whom the Parliament put in the 
Place of Siziſmund... Neyer were two, Titles 
more alike, only King GEORG Es ſtands up- 
on the much better fogt; for in Sweden there are 
| Proteſtants no in being before the Family of 
the preſent Kine, and beſides the King of Sweden's 
Grandfather had an hand in depoſing Sigiſmund. 
Whereas, neither Ning GEORGE, nor any of 
his Family were concerned at all in depoſing 
Ring James, nor in making. themſelves his Suc- 
ceſſors; and King GEORGE is the next Pro- 
teſtant Heir. Happy had it been for this Na- 
tion had we excluded the Dale of Toxk; which 
many of; ur. braveſt Patriots attempted, and 
for which Attempt tog much of our beſt; Britiſh, 
Blood. has been ſhed by pack d Juties, and 9+, 
her , Viglences, under Colout of. Laws: here is 
10 doubt but a Po Heir may be mas Well and 
a8 law fully excluded as A; ;Popiſh Princa Aepoled.;. 
on SK brat ce fas Wee 
2 


| An 
; * 
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ttman to rün the Hazard of We it? Büt gs - 
—_— King was too much” under the Influence of 
His P Pooh Mother, and too much addicted to that 
Rego, to let ſuch àa Bill paſs: The throwing 
out of which, (as we cannot but be now ſenſi- 
ble) has brought ſo many Calamities upon this 
Nation. The Experience of all Ages may con- 
vince us, that Papiſis know no Obligations of 
Gratitude,” and are to be bound by no Oarhs. 
The fiery perſecuting Reign of Queen Mary, is 
a diſmal Example of this ſort ; who made thoſe 
very Perſons the firſt Objects of her Fury, who 
were moſt inſtrumental in bringing her to the 
Throne; and to whom ſhe had made the moſt 
ſolemn Promiſes. We may gueſs at their good 
Nature by the repeated Plots and Deſigns a- 
gainſt the Life of Queen Elizabeth, tho? one of 
it the beſt of Queens, and in whom even they 
3 could not find a Fault but hat of being à Pro- 
teftant. Their Gun Poder Treaſon "Plot in the 
| Reign of Ning James I. their * Iriſp "Maſſacre in 
King Chatles l. Time, and their Helliſh Plots and 
| 8 Deſigns in the Time of King Charles II. (who 
| | | tho their Friend would not run their Lengths) 
Ee: - ate {6' "many: 'temarkable' Inſtances, of What we 
muſt expect from theſe Men, whenever they 
1 I, get uppermoſt” wwe all remember, or have heard 
| ar ſeaſt of the Attempts that Kine James II. 
1 Fred n "at en „ our Religion, 


b 8 


but to overturn our Laws and 9 


daeflance of the moſt ſolemn Oaths and Proteſta- 


tions; tho? he was famed for a tritt Obſerver of | 
his Word.” Every one owns ours to be a limited 
Monarchy, and 1 would be glad to hear any Ra- 


tional Man give me any fair Diſtinction bet wist 
abſolute and limited Monarchy ; If in the latter 
the Prince may diſpenſe with the Laws, and go- 


vern by a ſtanding Force, and yet the oppreſſed 
People are obliged calmly to ſubmit to Him, and 
muſt make uſe of no Remedy but Patience. 
T Safety and Preſervation of the Community, 

was the End and Deſign of Government, and 


8 eonſequeatly if it happens to fall into ſuch 


hands, as make uſe of their Power in fuch a 
manner as inevitably tends to the Deſtruction of 


the Community, they have no doubt a Right to 


defend themſelves againſt ſuch illegal Governors. 
As for Example, When à Prince is Luna- 


tick or 'DefeQive! in his Underſtanding, and 
thereby incapacita ted to govern, he may not 


only be deprived of his Power, but may, and 


ought to be governed himſelf. And if there is 


a ſtronger and more pernicious Incapacity than 
Madneſs or Folly, ſutely there is in ſuch Cafe 


more Reaſon” to remove a Prince from his Re- 
pt al Office; and ſuch a Incapacity i is Popery, where 


c Subjekts ate Proreſtantt. A Madman may 


| pov deſtroy ag or wound, or kill this or 
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that Man, as. his frantick Humour directs bs. 


But a Pepiſt is by his Religion obliged to deſtroy 


| and root out 4 Proteſtants ; and Tas the Practice 


of Popiſh Princes has been agreeable to this Prin- 
ciple, any, one that is skilled in Hiſtory will per- 
ceive, Since the Reformation, more Chriſtians have 
been burcher'd by Maſfcres, Inquiſitions, and 


other barbarous and inhumane Executions of 


Papifts, than were deſtroyed by all the Pagan Per- 
ſecutions. All Pepiſts not. only; hold it juſtifiable, 
but highly meritorious to deſtroy. Hereticks, and 


that all Oaths and Promiſes (which the Pope, ac- 
cording to them may diſpenſe with as he pleaſes) 


made to ſuch are of no force, and theꝝ account 
i Proteftants to be Hereticks., It was therefore 
abſolutely neceſſary for our Preſervation to fill 
the vacant Throne, upon the Ahdication of King 
James, with King William and. Quren Mary, and 
to intail it on the proteſtant Line; and ſych 
proceeding was not only expedient, but Agree- 
able t our Laws, to Reaſon. and Religion; and 


| juſtifiable befare God and Man . And there i is NO 
Prince upon Rarth that has 2 better Title xo his 


Crown. th King GEORGE. has to his, All 
the Allegations and religious Motives that, che 


High Church, make uſe of, are only Deluſions, 


Shams, and EPretences to diſguiſe their Zeal 1 
22 21 For A Gan demonſtrate that the WO 
aa them, and den 
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_ Steviour commands the 


the Word of Goch an any 


But che 8 not” us'd to Slavery, and ſo 


of the Romani, but of the World, eſtabliſhed 


Fu z legal Objdience" 10 King GEORGE: 
Ter s fairly: donfider the places they quote out 
of Holy Writ, and let even they themſglves be 


Judges; In tire Goſpels we find-that our-Bleſſed 
Jows to gide Ceſar hid dur! 
And the Apoffles in other places command us 20 
be ohedient bo the higher Powers. Me all on, thar 
we ought t to have more regard ſor Religion and 
-worldly Intereſt 
Wat deve. Leet u us then, tõ enable us to judge 


of "theſe Matters, "Iinquite into Ceſars Title 


eie Power that was then in being. The firſt 
ch uſurped" upon the Rights and 'Eibertics 
of che freeſt aud the brävelt People if the 
World, and thre" Scene of Villahy, and a 
Sea of Blood, became at laſt keit Nlaſter. 


not eaſily brookingz it, Stabbed this Ceſar i in the 
Senate: Houſe; and were in ſome hopes that 


they ſhould fave” recovered their expiring Li- 
berties thereby. But Ceſar hatl before his Death, 
by His Will adopted his Nephew Auguſtus; who 
at a vaſt Expence of the beft Blood, not only 


Tyranny in Rome. Auguſtus adopted Tiberius, 
no ways related to him. "Auguſtus dies, Tibe- 
rius Tacceeds © Our Saviour Was Born in the 
Time of Auguſtus, and Suffered in the Reign 


of Tiberius. And this is the Title of the Ceſars 


1 | to 


— 


0 and Submiſſion. Neu 60:05 examine N 
G RGE Title, King King James; uſurped up 


Wiſhed Ghareh, zin order. thereto, diſpenſed vichs - 
our Laws;.and.povern'd by fa Standing Army, 
and plainly; diſcovered; by all his Actions, chat 
he had, a Deſign.to,,cntail, Thrallom and -Sla- 
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der Tribute pit theſe the! Powers to whom 


the Apoſtles : : enjoyned ia Iſtrict Obedience | 


on gur Rghts, prould bare altered our EH 


ery; upon us, anfH gur lateſt Paſterity. Be- 
SPY, Fre ſatisfied,. that. he mens: 
12 e FAR, 8g 


Wie came over With an . — 7 
Juſtice, and. to. have. theſe 3 55 
into. Ning James... Evil. "Conſcience. difacmed 
bm, and his. great; Army, and, forced him to 
* confels.. himſelf. Guilty, by leaving the King 
dom. The Repreſentatives of the Nation, and 
all the Legiſlative Orders, met and declared 
dhe Throne vacant, and filled it with the In- 
* Prince; who had expoſed himſelf to re- 
tore us to our Laws, Religion, and Liberties; 
. Which, his: N * be; deſervedly tor, 
ever 
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ever Glorious: And then they entailed 
the Cron on. Queen Mary, Queen Anne, and 
their Iſſue reſpectively, and on the Iſſue of 
King William, being Proteſtants; and made a 
Papiſt, or any one that Married a Papiſt, in- 
capable to Inherit or Enjoy the Crown. Queen 
Mary. dyed in the Life-time of Xing William, 
without Iſſue; the Iſſue of Queen Anne dyed 
alſo; That good King therefore, together with 
his e eee in order to prevent Confuſion, 
wiſely ſettled the Crown not on a Stranger, 
or an, adopted Son, but on the Princeſs Sophia, 
the next, Proteſtant Heir, and the Heirs of her 


Body being Proteſtants. King William dyes, and 


Queen. Anne and her Parliament confirm theſe 
AQs of Settlement. The Princeſs Sophia dyed 
in. the Life-time of. Queen Anne; and King 
G EORG E, after ſo many N and ſo 


many. Acts of Parliament, to which we had 


ſolemnly Sworn, peaceably aſcends the Throne. 
And. now having fairly ſtated the Titles, I 
defy any Man to give ſo much as a tolerable 
Reaſon, Why King GEORG E's Title is not 


better than the Ceſars; ; and if that cannot be 
| denied, I defy ony one to prove, that we are 


not as much obliged to be faithful and obedient 


to King GEORGE, by the Word of God, as 
the Primitive Chriſtians were to be Sla ves to 


the Coen. And thus you ſee, that not only 
f C by 


[18] 
by the'great Law of SUEPreſervation but by 
the 1205 of God, and the Laws of the Land, 
King G EO RGE is our Lawful and Rightful 
King; and as ſuch we ought to Defend and 
Obey him. And it is evident paſt all Contra- 
diction, that the pretended Danger of the Church, 
and the other religious Arguments of Higb- 
Church, are but mere Pretences and Inventions, 
which ſavour of nothing but Arbitrary Power, 
Popery, S elf- -Intereſt, Revenge, and Diſappotntments 
Having given you already ſuch convincing 
Arguments, I am almoſt aſhamed to offer 
others, that I own are not of ſo much weight. 
But Experience teaches us, that Arguments 
drawn from Intereſt have generally the moſt 
Influence. Now all of you have both ſeen and 
felt the great Charge and Expence theſe reſt- 
leſs High-Church Plotters put us to this laſt Y ear, 
by inviting over the Pretender. We paid 
Two Shillings in the Pound extraordinary upon 
Land bn that Account” : And your Pockets 
muſt uf Neceſſity ſuffer again this Year, by 
heir inviting Over the Swedes. This reſtleſs 
Faction is marvellouſly Fanciful; and, if you 
are but taletably civil to them, they conclude 
khat they have caught and inveagled you, and 
that Jou will join with them to ruine your 
ig, your , Country, and your Religion. . Thus 
n * ſee by the Swe Letters, that they 


not with them that are gy to change. 


79 1 


concluded the Czar would aſſiſt the Seda, Be- 
cauſe ſome Years ago, He took a Scotchman 


into his Family, of the ſame Name, as one of 


the Scotch Rebels. And for as wiſe Reaſons they 
fancied, there were amongſt Us Nine out of 
their Senſes, for one conſidering Perſon ; that 


is, Nine Proteſtants to One, for the 8 a- 
gainſt King GEORGE. In order therefore 


to convince them to the Contrary, you ought _ 


on all Occaſions, to ſhew your Diſlike both of 
them, and their Practices; and to oppoſe them in 


every thing Privately and Publickly. Gentlemen, 


If you deſire to live Long, and ſee good Days; 


If you would be happy and ſecure in the peace- 


able and quiet Enjoyment of your Liberties, 
Properties, and Religion, and freed from the 
heavy Burthen of Taxes ; *Tis in your own 
power to obtain theſe Bleſſings. And in order 


thereto, You have nothing now to do, but to 


become a ſober and a religious People, grateful 
to Heaven for your wonderful Deliverances, 
and the greateſt Felicity that can be conferred 
on any Nation ; a Wiſe and a juſt Prince, and 4 
hopeful Proſpect, that future Ages will be happy in 
his Poſterity, I ſhall conclude with a Sentence 


which you all know, and which I wiſh you 


would heartily obſerve. 
Fear God, and Honour the Ning, and meddte 


FINIS 
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